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1. Claims 1-5,7-11,14-37, and 39-49 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 4I2Q/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive overcome the prior art 

A. Claim 1 : 

Applicant argues the prior art does not teach or suggest " a server configured to 
register each of the plurality of components" 

Examiner points out the prior art taught "the master server (or host) configured to 
stored a list of slave servers (or clients) and the communication between master server 
and slave servers may be authenticated or register using certificates and end-to-end 
(one to one or each of slave servers) encryption using SSL [Pawar, 0017]. It's clearly 
that the authenticate or register which means a formal or official recording of items, 
names, or actions (Webster's dictionary, register) of the client or component 
information. 

Applicant argues "the communications that are authenticated are not 
communication between two intelligent agents at all". 

Examiner points out the prior art taught "Intelligent agents continuously run on 
every host in network" [Pawar, 0007], and the communication between master server 
and slave servers may be authenticated or register using certificates and end-to-end 
(one to one or each of slave servers) encryption using SSL [Pawar, 0017]. It's clearly 
that the communications that are authenticated between two intelligent agents. 
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Applicant argues neitlier Pawar's master CG nor Pawar's intelligent agents can 
qualify as the server of claim 1 . 

Examiner points out the prior art taught "the master server CG" and "slaves 
(servers) SL" [Pawar, 0017]. 

B. Claim 14 : 

Applicant argues the prior art does not teach or suggest "management console 
must comprise the validator or validating" 

Examiner points out the prior art taught "database management systems" as 
"management console" [Pawar, 0023] and validator or Rule-evaluator component 
[Pawar, 0019] 

C. Claim 26 : 

Applicant argues the prior art does not teach or suggest "retrieving the 
configuration of each of a plurality of components by communicating with a client 
module residing at each component of the plurality of components" 

Examiner points out the prior art taught the master server CG (as host) 
communicates to the plurality of slave servers (as clients) [Pawar, 0017] and utilize 
component LOG to log information into an administrator configurable location then 
download the scheduling information from slave SL [Pawar, 0020]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1-5,7-11,14-37,39-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Pawar et al [Pawar, 2003/0033400 A1]. 
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3. As per claim 1 , Pawar discloses A system for actively managing configurable 
components, comprising: 

a plurality of components, each component storing a configuration comprising a 
set of configuration parameters [Pawar, network configuration, 0008]; 

a repository that stores information about a configuration policy [Pawar, a set of 
rules or policies, 0035]; 

a server configured to register each of the plurality of components [Pawar, server 
authenticated, 0017], 

perform dynamic probing operations to identify configuration changes made to 
the configuration of each of the plurality of components and validate identified 
configuration change against the configuration policy to determine whether the 
configuration changes conform to the configuration policy [Pawar, intelligent agents runs 
on every host in a network and configured to evaluate rules and based on evaluation or 
validation, 0007. It's clearly that the intelligent agents have performed the evaluation or 
dynamic probing operation to identify configuration change to executes modules only on 
hosts for which such modules are appropriate]. 

4. As per claim 2, PAWAR discloses the configuration policy defines for each 
confirmation parameter of the configuration of each of the plurality of components a 
value range for which the configuration parameter will be successfully validated by the 
server [Pawar, intelligent agents runs on every host in a network and configured to 
evaluate rules and based on evaluation or validation, 0007]. 
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5. As per claim 3, Pawar discloses responding to an identified confirmation change 
by performing at least one of: 

changing a value of at least one configuration parameter to a default or 
previously validated value [Pawar, keep track of changes, 0074]; 

auditing configuration parameters of the confirmation of at least one of the 
plurality of components [Pawar, evaluation, 0007]; 

generating an alert regarding the confirmation parameters of the confirmation of 
at least one of the plurality of components [Pawar, alert, 0077]; 

acquiescing to the identified configuration change [Pawar, modified data, 0075]. 

6. As per claim 4, Pawar discloses logging data that identifies an identified 
configuration change made to the configuration of the particular component to a log file 
[Pawar, log files, 0079]. 

7. As per claim 5, Pawar discloses performing an impact analysis on the identified 
configuration changes against the plurality of components [Pawar, intelligent agents 
runs on every host in a network and configured to evaluate rules and based on 
evaluation or validation, 0007]. 

8. As per claim 39, Pawar discloses the information indicates a relationship 
dependency between a first configuration parameter in the configuration of a first 
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component and a second configuration parameter in tine configuration of a different 
component [Pawar, host parameters, 0057-0069]. 

9. As per claim 40, Pawar discloses the server validates the configuration, for the 
first component based upon the relationship dependency between the first configuration 
parameter and the second configuration parameter [Pawar, host parameters, 0057- 
0069]. 

10. As per claim 41 , Pawar discloses the information includes at least one document 
type definition defining a mapping between the configuration of at least two of the 
plurality of individual components [Pawar, compares, 0020]. 

11. As per claim 47, Pawar discloses the relationship dependency comprises one of 
one-way, two-way, cyclic, one-to-many, many-to-one, and many-to-many as a design 
choice. 

1 2. Claims 7-1 1 ,42-46 and 48 contain the identical limitations set forth in claims 1 - 
5,39-41 and 47. Thus, claims 7-1 1 ,42-46 and 48 are rejected for the same rationale set 
forth in claims 1-5,39-41 and 47. 



13. 



As per claim 14, Pawar discloses A system, comprising: 
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a plurality of components wherein each component of the plurality of components 
comprises a client module for accessing configuration parameters of a configuration of 
the component [Pawar, network configuration, 0008]; 

a management server which maintains a repository for storing information about 
a configuration policy [Pawar, server authenticated, 0017; a set of rules or policies, 
0035]; 

a management console capable of accessing the repository [Pawar, database 
management systems, 0023] wherein the management console comprises: 

at least one service interface for retrieving the configuration of a particular 
component of the plurality of components by communicating with the client module 
associated with the particular component [Pawar, retrieving or downloading the newly 
required modules or particular component, 0019]; 

a parser for extracting configuration parameters from each [Pawar, compares 
and downloads, 0020]; 

a validator for validating each extracted configuration parameter against the 
configuration policy [Pawar, evaluator, 0019; authenticate, 0020] 

14. As per claim 15 Pawar discloses at least one adapter for accessing component- 
specific configuration parameters of the configuration of at least one of the plurality of 
components [Pawar, storing instructions adapted to be executed by the processor, 
claim 18]. 
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1 5. As per claim 1 6, Pawar discloses at least one component-specific adapter for 
dynamically probing the plurality of components [Pawar, adjust rules, 0036]. 

16. As per claim 17, Pawar discloses a component parameter relationship 
dependency tree formed from the extracted configuration parameters [Pawar, host 
parameters, 0057-0069]; and an impact analyzer for analyzing the effect of making a 
configuration change to the configuration of a particular component of the plurality of 
components by traversing the component parameter relationship dependency tree 
[Pawar, active directory, 0039]. 

17. As per claim 1 8, Pawar discloses a change manager for effecting a change to a 
configuration parameter [Pawar, updating configuration files, col 2 lines 35-45]. 

18. As per claim 19, Pawar discloses a set of one or more XML documents 
comprising the extracted configuration parameters as inherent feature of programming 
language such as Java [Pawar, 0014]. 

19. As per claim 20, Pawar discloses the configuration policy is expressed in a set of 
global parameter definitions and document type definitions [Pawar, centrally configured, 
0007]. 
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20. As per claim 21 Pawar discloses validation services, wherein the validation 
services perform at least one of: 

managing the configuration parameters of the configuration of the plurality of 
components [Pawar, host parameters, 0057-0069]; 

advising an administrator about the configuration parameters of the confirmation 
of the plurality of components [Pawar, adjust rules to define target, 0036]; 

alerting an administrator about the configuration parameters of the confirmation 
of the plurality of components [Pawar, alert, 0077]; and 

acquiescing to the modification of the configuration parameters of the 
confirmation of the plurality of components [Pawar, modified data, 0075]. 

21 . As per claim 22, Pawar discloses a browsing service providing a user interface 
management console [Pawar, GUI, 0056]. 

22. As per claim 23, Pawar discloses a management configuration module for 
registering new components [Pawar, authenticated, 0020]. 

23. As per claim 24 Pawar discloses a management configuration module capable of 
receiving XML documents which describe the configuration parameters of the 
configuration of a particular component, when the configuration of the particular 
component Is changed as a design choice of programming language such as Java 
[Pawar, Java, 0014]. 
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24. As per claim 25, Pawar discloses at least one of the plurality of components 
corresponds to at least one of a Web server, an Internet application sen/er and a 
database server [Pawar, database management systems, 0023]. 

25. Claims 26-37 contain the identical limitations set forth in claims 14-25. Thus, 
claims 26-37 are rejected for the same rationale set forth in claims 14-25. 

26. As per claim 49, Pawar discloses A computer-readable storage medium holding 
code which, when executed, performs the method according to any one of claims 7, 8, 
9, 10, 1 1 , 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 , 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 39, 40, 41 , 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 
and 48 [Pawar, see rejection of related claims above]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 CISC § 103 

Claims are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Swildens 
et al [Swildens, 6,754,699 B2] in view of Black [7,076,547 81]. 

27. As per claim 1 , Swildens discloses A system for actively managing configurable 
components, comprising: 

a plurality of components, each component storing a configuration comprising a 
set of configuration parameters [Swildens, components and configuration files, col 25 
lines 38-42]; 
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a server configured to (a) register eacli of the plurality of components [Swildens, 
the user registers it site on the server, col 8 lines 54-67], (b) perform dynamic probing 
operations to identify configuration changes made to the configuration of each of the 
plurality of components [Swildens, dynamic probe, col 5 liens 53-67], and (c) validate 
identified configuration changes [Swildens, verification the operating correct, col 25 
lines 54-60]. 

However Swildens does not explicitly detail 

a repository that stores information about a configuration policy; and changes 
against the configuration policy to determine whether the configuration changes 
conform to the configuration policy. 

In the same endeavor. Black taught a system and method for monitoring 
network performance by using one or more dynamic probes based on the configuration 
information or policies [Black, col 3 lines 42-64, col 6 lines 27-51 , Fig 1 and 4] 

Therefore it would have been obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the configuration information or policies as taught by 
Black into the Swildens' apparatus in order to utilize the dynamic probe. 

Doing so would provide a real-time network monitor service. 

28. As per claim 2, Swildens-Black disclose the configuration policy defines, for each 
configuration parameter of the configuration of each of the plurality of components, a 
value range for which the configuration parameter will be successfully validated by the 
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server as inherent feature of configuration policies. 

29. As per claim 3, Swildens-Black disclose the server comprises a set of core 
services for responding to an identified configuration change, wherein the set of core 
services comprises at least one of: a first service for changing a value of at least one 
configuration parameter to a default or previously validated value; a second service for 
auditing the configuration parameters of the configuration of at least one of the plurality 
of components; a third service for generating an alert regarding the Configuration 
parameters of the configuration of at least one of the plurality of components; and a 
fourth service for acquiescing to the identified configuration change as inherent feature 
of each DNS name has a set of services associated v\/ith it [Swildens, col 30 lines 6-12]. 

30. As per claim 4, Swildens-Black disclose a log storing data that identifies an 
identified configuration change made to the configuration of the particular component 
[Swildens, log server, col 39 line 20]. 

31 . As per claim 5, Swildens-Black disclose a configuration and validation module for 
performing impact analysis on the identified configuration changes against the plurality 
of components [Swildens, a log analysis server, col 29 lines 1-6]. 

32. As per claim 39 Swildens-Black disclose the information indicates a relationship 
dependency between a first configuration parameter in the configuration of a first 
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component and a second configuration parameter in the configuration of a different 
component [Swildens, different components, col 15 liens 46-56]. 

33. As per claim 41 , Swildens-Black disclose the information includes at least one 
document type definition defining a mapping between the configuration of at least two of 
the plurality of individual components [Swildens, mapping configuration, col 5 lines 53- 
67]. 



34. As per claim 47, Swildens-Black disclose the relationship dependency comprises 
one of one-way, two-way, cyclic, one-to-many, many-to-one, and many-to-many as 
design choices. 



35. Claims 7-1 1,42-46 and 48 contain the identical limitations set forth in claims 1- 
5,39-41 and 47. Thus, claims 7-1 1 ,42-46 and 48 are rejected for the same rationale set 
forth in claims 1-5,39-41 and 47. 

36. As per claim 14, Swildens discloses A system, comprising: 

a plurality of components, wherein each component, of the plurality of 
components, comprises a client module for accessing configuration parameters of a 
configuration of the component [Swildens, components and configuration files, col 25 
lines 38-42]; 
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a management server which maintains a repository for storing information about 
a configuration (policy) [Swildens, SPD server with configuration file, col 23 liens 1-33]; 
and 

a management console capable of accessing the repository [Swildens, Global 
Traffic Management, col 1 1 lines 40], wherein the management console comprises: 

at least one service interface for retrieving the configuration of a particular 
component, of the plurality of components, by communicating with the client module 
associated with the particular component [Swildens, transmits and receives 
configuration files, col 25 lines 38-42]; 

a parser for extracting configuration parameters from each retrieved configuration 
[Swildens, extract statistic information, col 39 lines 20-25]; and 

a validator for validating each extracted configuration parameter against the 
configuration (policy) [Swildens, verification the operating correct, col 25 lines 54-60]. 

However Swildens does not explicitly detail configuration file as configuration 

policy; 

In the same endeavor, Black taught a system and method for monitoring 
network performance by using one or more dynamic probes based on the configuration 
information or policies [Black, col 3 lines 42-64, col 6 lines 27-51 , Fig 1 and 4] 

Therefore it would have been obvious to an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the configuration information or policies as taught by 
Black into the Swildens' apparatus in order to utilize the dynamic probe. 

Doing so would provides a real-time network monitor service. 
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37. As per claim 1 5, Swildens-Black disclose at least one adapter for accessing 
component-specific configuration parameters of the configuration of at least one of the 
plurality of components [Swildens, automatically installed when any other components 
is installed, col 25 lines 38-42]. 

38. As per claim 16, Swildens-Black disclose at least one component-specific 
adapter for dynamically probing the plurality of components [Swildens, automatically 
installed when any other components is installed, col 25 lines 38-42]. 

39. As per claim 17, Swildens-Black disclose a component parameter relationship 
dependency tree formed from the extracted configuration parameters; and 

an impact analyzer for analyzing the effect of making a configuration change, to the 
configuration of a particular component, of the plurality of components, by traversing the 
component parameter relationship dependency tree [Black, analyzers, col 3 lines 42- 
64]. ■ 

40. As per claim 18, Swildens-Black disclose a change manager for effecting a 
change to a configuration parameter [Swildens, Global traffic Manager, col 16 line 12]. 

41 . As per claim 1 9, Swildens-Black disclose a set of one or more XML documents 
comprising the extracted configuration parameters as alternative choice of Java or OOP 
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[Black, XML as alternative choice of Java, OOP, col 4 line 25-30]. 

42. As per claim 20, Swildens-Black disclose the configuration policy is expressed in 
a set of global parameter definitions and document type definitions [Black, configuration 
policies, col 3 lines 42-63]. 

43. As per claim 21 , Swildens-Black disclose validation services, wherein the 
validation services perform at least one of: managing the configuration parameters of 
the configuration of the plurality of components; advising an administrator about the 
configuration parameters of the configuration of the plurality of components; 
alerting an administrator about the configuration parameters of the configuration of the 
plurality of components; and acquiescing to the modification of the configuration 
parameters of the configuration of the plurality of components [Swildens, validate, col 23 
line 38-col 24 line 8]. 

44. As per claim 22, Swildens-Black disclose a browsing service providing a user 
interface management console [Swildens, web browser, col 8 line 13]. 

45. As per claim 23, Swildens-Black disclose a management configuration module 
for registering new components [Swildens, new client, col 37 lines 16-30]. 
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46. As per claim 24, Swildens-Blacl< disclose a management configuration module 
capable of receiving XML documents, which describe the configuration parameters of 
the configuration of a particular component, when the configuration of the particular 
component is changed [Swildens, configuration files, col 25 lines 38-42]. 

47. As per claim 25, Swildens-Black disclose at least one of the plurality of 
components corresponds to at least one of a Web server, an internet application server, 
and a database server [Swildens, servers. Fig 9]. 

48. Claims 26-37 contain the identical limitations set forth in claims 14-25. Thus, 
claims 26-37 are rejected for the same rationale set forth in claims 14-25. 

49. As per claim 49 Swildens-Black disclose A computer-readable storage medium 
holding code which, when executed, performs the method according to any one of 
Claims 7, 8, 9, 10, 1 1 , 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 , 32, 33, 34, 35, 36. 37, 39, 40, 41 ,42, 43, 
44, 45, 46, and 48 [see rejection above]. 
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